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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

September 22, 2000

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Friday, September 22, 2000

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PEASE).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 22, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EDWARD A.
PEASE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

One hundred thirty-eight years ago
on this date, September 22, 1862, Abra-
ham Lincoln issued a proclamation
‘“‘containing among other things, the
following . . . that on the 1lst day of
January 1863, all persons held as slaves
within any State ... shall be then,
thenceforward and forever free. . . .”

Abraham Lincoln looked ‘‘upon this
act (and) sincerely believed (it) to be
an act of justice, warranted by the
Constitution. . . .”” He said, “I invoke
the considerate judgment of mankind
and the gracious favor of Almighty
God.”

May You, the Almighty, continue to
look upon this Nation and all its people
with favor. By our commitment to see
all persons free, may we be judged by
You and by the world.

Cleansed by Your Spirit, may this
Nation be rid of all racial strife and be-
come a light to the world, a people who
know their diversity, embrace dif-
ferences with understanding and strug-
gle continually to set themselves and
others free from all forms of prejudice.

In You, Our God, we see ourselves as
a people now and forever free.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-

CAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DUNCAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 999. An act to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to improve the
quality of coastal recreation waters, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 522. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to improve the quality
of beaches and coastal recreation water, and
for other purposes.

S. 1810. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand and improve com-
pensation and pension, education, housing
loan, insurance, and other benefits for vet-
erans, and for other purposes.

S. 2046. An act to reauthorize the Next
Generation Internet Act, and for other pur-
poses.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2000

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

STOP THE $2 BILLION AIR WAR ON
IRAQ NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 56 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, the
Christian Science Monitor newspaper

had a lengthy article yesterday about
Iraq and the fact that we are still regu-
larly bombing there.

The Monitor reported: ‘“The air mis-
sion has been expensive. It costs about
$2 billion a year and occupies about
20,000 soldiers, 200 aircraft, and 25
ships.”

The Monitor also said the U.S. air
war ‘‘has not loosened Saddam’s grip
on power and is being questioned by
U.S. lawmakers.”

About 1 year ago, the Associated
Press ran a lengthy story describing
our continued bombing of Iraq as a
“forgotten war’ because most Ameri-
cans did not even realize we are still
bombing. They still do not. Here we are
spending an average of almost $6 mil-
lion a day regularly bombing Iraq, and
most Americans do not even realize
this one-sided ‘‘war” is even still going
on.

What a waste. What are we accom-
plishing? Probably just the opposite
from what we should be trying to do.
Probably the only thing our bombing
has accomplished is to keep Saddam
Hussein in power by making the U.S.
so unpopular in Iraq. These people were
our allies in the 1980s. They could be
our friends once again if we would stop
bombing them.

Iraq is no threat whatsoever to the
U.S. unless we continue to bomb them
for so long and so much that they are
forced to send terrorists in here in acts
of desperation.

The Monitor article yesterday also
said this: ‘“But beyond Britain, Wash-
ington lacks enthusiastic international
support in its crusade against the Iraqi
leader. Baghdad claims that the U.S.-
led sanctions are leading to mass mal-
nutrition and unusually high rates of
infant mortality.”

Several reports have said that our
sanctions over the last 10 years have
caused the deaths of hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqi children. How would we
feel about a country that was doing
this to us?

The top of the front page of the
Washington Post a couple of months
ago had a headline which said: ‘“Under
Iraqi Skies, a Canvas of Death.” The
subhead said: ‘“Town of Villages Re-
veals Human Cost of U.S.-led Sorties in
“No-Fly’’ Zones.”

The story, a very long one, told of
several children who were named in the
story who were killed in different U.S.
bombing raids.

The lead paragraphs told this story:
““Suddenly out of the clear blue sky,
the forgotten war being waged by the
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